
12:3 N. NORTHWEST HIGHWAY (312) 825-5000 PARK RIDGE, ILLINOIS 60068 

August 1 5 , 1978 »•:-, 

M:r. Edward L. Marek 
Man.af;er Region II 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
1^01 Sou;h First Street 
>i.'v\M\"ood, Illinois 60153 

Re: 122nd Street and Stony Island Avenue 

Dr'fc.r Mr. Marek: 

I:ri response to your reque.=:fc for a.Civ:io";,''ledgement of '̂̂ou:.'' .letter 
of .̂ ngi-i.st 11, and in conformity to our telephone conversation 
01' August 14, it is stated thai; the property we are developing 
aL 122rid Street is virgin land. Any water on the lana itself 
is erLthe:r from rain or run-off from adjacent properties. Land 
arc! Lakes Company to date has not dumped any refuse on the 
p:roperty. From the enclosed correspondence, you wilJ. note 
tiicit i\'e :nave had considerable problems with an adjacent property 
ownc'r relative to waters entering our site. 

For many years, there has been a drainage system from our propert}^ 
that consisted of a large pipe under Stony Island Avenue ^̂ ĥich 
tticn ti'aveled to the west where it took its natural drainage 
coui-se toward the Lake Calumet area. The Port Authority when 
dev-eloping land for leasing, filled in the area to the west of 
tlû  pipe, blocking the natural drainage. After concentrated 
efforts by Land and Lakes Company and an agreement with the 
Po].-1; Authority, this ivater coux'se was again reopened. It is 
al.so stated, that Land and Lakes Company has spent considerable 
si.ms fo:r installing a twenty-four inch concrete pipe over a 
gn.^at length of this easement. 

TJiere have been many meetings relative the the drainage problem 
in '-lie area., and at these meetings representatives of the 
Metropolitan Sanitary District, i;ho City of Chicago Environmental 
Cojitrol Department, the Chicago Port Authority, Interlake Steel, 
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Paxton Landfill Corporation, and Land and Lakes Company have 
mot and discussed the drainage problems. As the water presently 
ler'.ves f:rom the viclnit^^ of the property owned or leased by 
L/and and Lakes Company, it has been a great concern to Land and 
LaJ-:es Company that the quality of this water be of such nature 
to meet all regulatory standards. (See enclosed correspondence.) 

Tlie Land and Lakes oper'ation has been designed as to eliminate 
w£il;er from outside sources and to develop the site in phases so 
tiiat any water of non-suitable quality can be redistributed in 

p.'riases. It has bee.n necesoa.r} .3"':ove standing r'ain 
waters from the property relati\re to the development permit 
I'eciuirements and special wse permits as granted by the City of 
Ch-cago. This is a practice which is done in all construction 
areas. 

As stated, the land being developed by Land and Lakes Company is 
vix^gin property; however, plats show that the land was of such 
nature that it was bisected by power lines and streets. As the 
area to the west of our property has been filled by the Port 
Aachority, drainag'e problems have occurred not only along Stony 
Is.Land Avenue, but also along 122nd Street. We are presently 
ivorlving with the authorities and the Calumet Industrial District 
to formulate a plan which will eliminate these drainage problems. 
The plan Land and Lakes Company proposes is that the only waters 
to floiv' toward Lake Calumet shall consist of rain water and such 
rain water run-offs. Needless to say, the quality of this water 
should noi; necessitate a NPDES permit. 

If you have any questions as to this letter, or the plans of Lanct 
and Lakes Company^ relative to the development of the site, we 
xould appreciate your contacting me personally or oui" engineer, 
M:r. Charles Clark in Springfield. We appreciate your understanding. 

Very truly yours, 

L A N D ) AND LAK;ES CO>fPAN-T' 
•/ .... ' 

C ^.^' 

James J 

cc ; 

Cowhev President 

Mr. Charles Clark " ill 
Clfix'k Engineering Sex'vice Mr. 
1317 l^fhittier Avenue Mr. 
Springfield, Illinois 6270''l Mr. 

ml 

E n v . i r o n i n e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n .'Vg(?ncy 
K. B e e c h e l y - A u r o r a 
K. Nosbu rg -Maywood 
B. B u s c h - S p r i n g f i e l d 



AU5 2 
Ju ly 3 1 , 1573 

7>-r t ea 'Laraufill Corooyatiaa 

Chicago, I l l i n o i s 60533 

122aa & STt^SY ISLiî aD Avsias 

Asi con^ilt^not to t r ^ Laud & Lakea C c ^ m ^ , 1 luive h&sax sequcjgted 
na oritit'.isct ycRi «l£b rssard iua iibe p o X l u t i ^ ©f tbs Lajid £t 4*ŝ cea Cswpaay 
propen:y by yat^r srEan aod polluted by tb& ^asttoa I .aaSfl l l . 

Ill tlss ccars« of ay rcspcnaibll i t l i iw t o ay c l i e n t I hctve iusi cc-
coaisa t « vf^ia tlic siwji^S Im^fi lX property an severa l occ^alssis, 
tba lafceafc «^ July 20, i37S» aisi c&served tha cosiditioa ox eha etar^llcs 
^i i ter sn both tbs PsEtsea Lsadf i l l propsr ty assd tb® Lai^ & L^cos Cas^aay 
prsspssty sepmrafcad by a d iks pliiced by tfc-« Laad & Lakaa C«^EEy, X 
Isave bsea itsfcsrased that £l« dike hm been p a r t i a l l y reso^jad by tbe Paictea 
Gorpcxflt:f,;aa €5a severiii occas£ca3, the Xataat being .Sily S3 , 1578. 

Vissiai djficsvatioss af the ^saters oa Ijotli propert iea dw:ts^ ey leal; 
v i 3 i t ajad-c i t asj'poreas t i ist thfe tmter atsi^lsjg csa the P^sttca Coxporsttoa 
property was gusasly polluted, laasaaich as ths2 Land & Lokos CJM^WW *̂ has 
fc4>£ ©«:ci*j>t©d eiQf type s£ waste a t tha X.sod & Lakes Coopsaay a l t o , tba 
pai l t i t iou t^viewely orisinated with fcbo Pasd:oa Ciarporstifsx, Further , 
•i-.nJujs: BcR3pies srerra coJ.l2«ted f r sa tlsj sfeciadiRg v a t c r on both propeirtles 
hy re?rfi;5catetivo:3 of ths lll±ra>is ^awiromaejitfil Protcs t ton A^eDcy l e s t 
tjcek. I hava no i:?sDS0a t o dcsibc tha t t h s analyoea of thsse sa t^ les w i l l 
beer sa t lay sorcgoisg c ta t tsasats . Eepresia^r^stivaa o£ tba I l l l s o i s En-
\?lj:or.a3sia£al Prot^cticai Ajjsccy a lso vixtlted the a l t a oa July 25 , 1978, 
mjdi s r s a«arc tsf fae des t r t ic t i sa 5*2 tba dike arsi tfca reaultajat b ^ k u p 

ot pt'IIatddl vc tc r onto the Land & Lakes C^spmxy property. 

Tr-.e Ls3»d & Lak&3 Cf̂ cpaoy I s tcyier no l ega l dblt^otixaa t o filler tbs 
Vestfra Ctorporatloa t o dtscbarse pol luted c ja ts r ia l frora tba Paxtoa Laadfi l l 
onto t t e Land & Lakes prcq>erty. Should t h s d l s c h a r ^ of* t h i s polluted 
saattrdLal t o tba Land & L&kes property isiako i t Icipossibla for thesi t o 
deayater tbs.tr property * or lo^te i t r^icesdary for tbcaa t o provide estexjslve 
and tiKpciijsive t^ea t r^a t t o t tSsa t?atar p r io r t o dlachari^^a. I t i s bftli€:v?»4 
tha t t h i s t^ould cCQ^titutd snetrievisble dcsEasgd t o fa& Lamd & Lakos Cws î&ay, 

http://tbs.tr


Mir. Ilii:hard Bymsa 

Jiily 3 1 , 1973 

Be^ed iiip^i t b s dbBisrvB.tiGaa of the wr i t e r ajB̂  tapveaszxt'^'ctv^B of tbs 
TlS-lssla Hitvircaiaectal P^stoctioa Agency, Isseludiits tha ,im:ii>'!5e» of 
iJE-Bpiaa xsrlvLsh fchsy have co l l ec t ed , t l ^ r s 18 i t t t l c i doubt tha t tba eourtMi 
ef th» poiiutia© coul'! be prsyv^n t o the sa t i s f f ic t ioa of tba ceur to . 

l a view of tho presaat Idgal d i f f icul t i&a bese t t ing the PastKi 
Ccrporatioaa, i t vould appa^r v i s e tha t you ii istriict t h s Pasittm Corpora* 
^ioa ^rx^lcyeas t o respect the property end f sc i l i t l e - s of tba Lazsl & 
Lcuwa lasnsay t o prevent tbs additicas of c r t e i a a l t respass ea^ dasti-uc-
t i c a o£ property chargtis. 

Very truly youra. 

•c2;c/«p 

c c : i/Luad & L^isa (ksqsargr 
: Danisl L, Eculihan 
: File 

C, E. Clark, P.S. 
Clark Ergiaesring Service 



July 18, 1978 

Mr, Richard Byrnes 
P&.-ct.cn Landfill Corporation 
122CU Soutli Oglesby 
Chicago, Illino.Ls 60633 

Pel Contaminated Vater Entering the I^roperty 
of Land and Lak«a Compaay 

Dear Mr. Bymes! 

Conftrining our talephone conversation and our frequent 
tr.-.̂ e t i n g ° and conversationfl in the past, it is a^aln stated 
t'.ns t LaJid aiid Laksa Corppany carjaot and vill not tolerate 
coatnminated vater entering our sit« from properties ownad 
h y Paxton Landfill Corporation^ 

Oixir employeea hava closed the dilca vhich separatee tiie property 
c:r Paxton and Land and Lakes Company. This dike, to aty 
knowledge, has been opened without permiasion, and waters of 
va.ry questionable nature have been flowjng into the property 
co::itrolled by l̂ and and Lakes Company, 

As you ar& fully aware, the water easement la the sole respon— 
oibility of Land and Lakea Company, and water emitted from it 
is also the responsibility of Land and Lakea Company, You may 
ar/fuft tt;at tliis is a natural flow of waterj howev»r, no property 
ovTr̂ nr in requir«d to take contaminated water from another 
source. If the water at your site la treated in such manner 
ail acceptable to the standards of the various a^ncies, we 
of course will cooperate with you iu letting this water through 
our property. 

In a meeting liold with the officials of the City of Chicag-o, 
T.ze Metropolitan Sanit«r>' District, Interlake Steel, Paxton 
Landfvli, and the Port Authority, Mr. Max Cohen of the Port 
Authority agreed to give water eaeements for relief of property 
of both 1 axton Landfill and Interlake Steel. Ve hig-hly suggest 
that you obtain your own easement as ve have from the Port 
Authority. 



Mr, Richard Byrnes Pngt> Two 
Paxton Landfill Corporation Jiily 18, I978 

Î and and Lakes Company has not dumped any rflfuso on our sita 
Hs yet, aiid thus, any water that has been removad from th* 
property has be^n accumulated over many years by roan—off from 
other pro])ertie3, Not many yearn ago, the property controlled 
by land eaid Lakea Company was developed with roadu aoid electrical 
;se:r'-v ices. The filling of properties to the west and to th« east 
h.&& blocked drainag-os and has collected m n - o f f watara froB 
other areas which has made it necessary T o r ua to remov-i »tax>jdirî r 
'^aLiMM so that wo miiR̂ ht prepare the site for th«» operations 
as permitted end licensed by the State of Illinois and the City 
of Chicago, 

N'eedleas to say, we cannot and will not tolerate actions by 
oth»!ira that raay jeopardire our licenses and permits, Land and 
La-'cea Company will take all steps necessary to insure that our 
ojjeration ie not jeopardized by the actions of other«M and we 
will, of course, hold any party or parties responsible for any 
such actions which may Jeopardise or cause damage to Land and 
La-kesi Compajiy ' s operation, 

VsT-f truly yours, 

L.̂ NT) AKD LAJ:XS COMPANY 

Jiiraaa J, Cowhey 
Prooident 

JJCieml 

cc: Mr. Leo F, McLennon Mr, Paul Dimock 
McLnnnon, Nelson, Cabriole & Nudo U.S. Array Corps of 

Mr. Charles E. Clark I^gineors 
Clark Eiigineering Service 

Mr. Daniel Houlihan 
111 Vest Washington 
Chicago, Illinois 



/tpril 23, 1977 

I'uxUon j-andlj.ix Corporation 
12201 South Oglesby 
Chicago, Illinois 

Ret Piomping of Vater from Paxton Landfill 
?ite onto Property being developed by 
Land and Lakes Company 

Gfintlemeni 

An investigation made on 'l\ie9day, April I9, at 7' 30 pm 
eHtablishad that a high volume water pump was pumping 
-•.'?». er from t>ie Paxton site onto property being developed 
by Land a:iid Lakes ComjMUiy. This practice wJiether by 
miarake or othirwise must cease immediately, and by this 
letter you are asked to remove from tlie Lja.nd and Lakes 
Company's site those waters that have been pumped onto it, 

Wi? are ve.ll aware of the fact that ttiere is a major drain— 
a,§:e problenj in the area, and you can be assured that Land 
a:i:id Lakes Company will cooperate with your company and 
otlier property owners in the area to eolve the drainage 
problem. If you wish, you may have your engineer or 
supervj sor^' personnel contact us at our office in order to 
vork out a cooperative and mutual.ly beneficial plan to 
remove waters from the landa involved. 

Your early response to the instructions expressed in this 
letter are sincerely appreciated. 

Very t:ruly yours, 

LAND Â ro LAKES COMPANY 

James J. Cowhey 
T^resid'^nt 

Don P. Fielding 
Dcni el ]ioui i Lan 
harrs' .McDonerh 
Leo McLennon 

.IJC 

::c t 

t e m l 

Mr, 
y , T , 
K r . 
Mr„ 



April 26, I97B 

Honorable Trancis Degnan, Commissioner 
City of Chicago 
Department of Streets sjnd Sanitation 
City Hail, Room 7OC 
Chicago, Illinois 

R«j« Alderman Vrdo3.yak's Letter Relative to 
Land and Lakes Company dated April 3* 1978 

Dfî r- ro/wni.ssioner Degnnnj 

Wc! have received a copy of Alderman Vrdolyak's lettar 
addressad to you datad April 3i 1978 and also a copy of a 
let;'ter from Mr, Spaeth of Bulk Terminals Compajay dated 
March 22, 1978 addressed to Alderman Vrdolyalc, 

After rsadin^ both letters, it is clear that there is 
definitely a misunderstanding or a misinterpretation of 
th<- work being performed by Land and Lakes Corapany in the 
vr.cinity of 122nd Street and Stony Island Avenue, Presently, 
wo are accepting the drainage on the north side of 122nd 
ST;roet even though the water is contaminated, and we have 
had a conciliation meeting with the M«tropolitivn Sanitary 
District relative to this contaminated water which is entering 
our site. Although we are responsible for the quality of 
the water leaving our site, we sjre accepting the water at the 
prwaent time. Of course, if the Metropolitan Sanitary 
District refuses us penriission to accept this vater, we will 
have no alternative but to send it back to where it csLino 
from, (it is not from our property,) 

On the thirteenth of April, a mesting was held in the 
o:rfic«8 of the Chicago Port Authority, Present at that 
meeting were Mr. Cohen and Mr, Nyquist of the Port Authority, 

Cont inued. 



Coirmii sal oner Francis Degnan Paĝ e Two 
Dupartmant of Streets and Sanitation April 26, I978 

M:'. Galley and Mr, llak Cho of the Environmental Control 
Lapartment, Mr. Whitebloom of the Sanitai*y District and 
his local inspector, Mr, Kenny and the Environmental Engineer 
for Interlake Steel, and a representative of the Norfolk and 
Vastern Railroad, Mr, Fielding of Greengard Engineers repra-
3!jnting Paxton Leindfill Corporation, Mr, Nudi of Paxton, 
i3.a.d myself representing Land and Lakes Company, Thi.a meeting 
"w-aa called by Commissioner Poaton in order to resolve the 
(Irrainag© and vater problems in the Caluiriet e.rea. Since that 
tinjo, thtire have been subsequent meetings by the owners of 
'̂•".e propertie.<5 to the north of 122nd Street,j namely Interlake 
.Steel, Pfvxton Landfill Corporation, and the Norfolk and 
iveffltern Railroad in order to resolve the major drainage 
p:roblemK, 

] t is stated for the record that Land and Lakes Company 
obtained an easement from the Port Authority last year and 
h:ji3 proceeded when weather has permit ted to install a 24 inch 
rainfcreed concrete pipe for drainage from its property, and 
ve have aided others in the vicinity by permitting them to 
use thia pipe, 

A visual inspection of the area will readily reveal that 
Land and Laices Company has done considerable work in re­
establishing the drainage line along 122nd Street and Stony 
Island Avenue, Our Company also has spent considerable suras 
in removing the extensive fly dumping tliat has been in 
existence for thirty or forty years. As stated to Mr, Spaeth 
of Bulk Terminals and Mr. Shlossbarg of EinEsCo, it xs the 
oincere desire of Land and Lakes Company to improve tlie area 
both aesthetically and commercially. 

Land and Lakes Company personnel have also done extensive 
work iji opening the drainage courses south of 122nd Street 
juid have on occasion worked around the clock to maintain 
the drainage courses in that area to avoid the flooding of 
12 2nd Street, 

Con:: inued. . , 



Coininigaioner Francis Dognan Page Tliree 
Department of Streets and Sanitation April 26, 197^ 

i:r you iiave any further quest jons relative to this matter, 
p.lcase feel free to call me personally as 1 can assure you 
v.]iat Land and Lakes Company is doing its part to rectify 
t]ie faults in the area. 

ViiTy truly yours, 

.L.,ur3 ^',L> LAivi.i: C O H V A i i i 

James J, Cowhey 
?;;-<-.'»ide:'.it. 

JCIeml 

cci Alderman Edward R, Vrdolyak 
9618 South Commercial Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 606I7 
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p(( APR 4 1978 ) 
hCinort'ijle Fraj ic is Dsgnan 
Ccnmissioiior 
L>;:partrr£!nt cf Stxc-atG ancl Semite t i on 
Cj.ty Hall - Itoom 701 
Criicago, IL 

Re: Land and Lakes blo-ckago of d r a i n a g e 

De.-x Ca.iriiissioner Dognan: 

Kindly nol:e t h e enclot^cd l e t t e r l i ist incj s p e c i f i c a l l y 
tJi? problcriis occurrii;.;^ v.'J.tli tlic^ exces s ive draj.n:ige a t Las t 122nd 
S t r e e t . 

In an e a r l i e r l e t t e r t o you ( l a n t week) v,o l i s t e d t h e 
P 'oble i r ; of l ack of d ra inage a t tJ i is l o c a t i o n , b u t t h e enc lo sed dir.cu.ijse:^ 
tJi:.' ad ; i lc lonal aggx'avatlo:i cauccd by tlic above car.iX^ny's dt*toiiring of tho 
d.cainnge. 

VJe ask your kind con.slderaL.ion ajid a t t e n t i o i x , t o t h i s pi-obleni. 
Hmy t]ian>;s fo r Ui i s an.l p a s t cou r t eGies . y ^ ? 

C\',>37//t\-uly yi 

— - _ . ' 

,'our 

i ' ' A 

I A / 

u 
E!W/g 
Enc. 

A.\ )>vAPo / i i \ \ \ ^ \ )^bk i ^ 
M^^-u4, 




